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Salla ‘Llahu ‘alayhi wa Sallam — 
used Subsequent to the 
reference of the Prophet 
Muhammad, which translates, 
“May Allah bless him and give 
him peace.” 

Alahi 'l-salam— used following 
the mention of a Prophet or 
Messenger of Allah, which 
translates, “May the Peace of 
Allah be upon him.” 


Radiya *Liahu ‘anhu— used 
subsequent to the reference of a 
Companion of the Messenger 
®, which translates, “May Allah 
be pleased with him.” 


Radiya “Lilahu ‘anhé— used 
after the reference of a female 
Companion of the Messenger 
%, which translates, “May Allah 
be pleased with her.” 
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12 PREFACE 


All praise is to Allah, Lord of the worlds, who encompasses the most 
inimitable attributes, who coordinates matters in diminutive and detail, 
esteemed and measured. Glory to He, who fashioned the creation and 
counted them with an exact number. We bear witness to what Our Lord 
has stated and deny nothing of what He has created and ordained. All 


praise and gratitude is to He, and to Him all matters return. 


May His choicest blessings be on Our Master and Guide, Muhammad & 
who was exalted with the seal of Prophet-hood and was also bestowed 
with concise words containing oceans of knowledge; the precise speech 


which is many a time a balm for broken hearts and dampened spirits. 


Child loss can emphatically be expressed as one of the most challenging 


tests' a human has to endure.” I came across a touching quotation which 


brilliantly encapsulates this, ‘child loss is not an event, it is an 


indescribable journey of survival.’ 


It is a moment in a parent’s life that leaves them completely deflated, 


"The death of a child is one of the most stressful events in a parent's life” (THE NEW 
ENGLAND JOURNAL OF MEDICINE, Vol. 352: 1190-1196). The passing away ofa child 
is one of the most distressing events that an adult can be subjected to and is linked to 
traumatic grief reactions (Prigerson et al., Consensus criteria for traumatic grief: A 
preliminary empirical test 174:67-73). 

* In addition to being painful, “severe loss is incapacitating. For example, the period of 
substantial incapacity normally lasts one to three years when a child dies, nine to fifteen 
months for a miscarriage” (Learning About Grief from Normal Families: SIDS, Still- birth, 


and Miscarriage, Vol. 17, No. 3, 215). 
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helpless, heartbroken and lost.’ It tests a person’s faith to the limit, and 
if we, as Muslims, were not blessed with belief in taqdir (predestination), 


it would be practically an impossible test to pass. 


Together with our belief in Taqdir, the words of Our Prophet & is 
proven to be exceptionally beneficial in this trying time. The collection 
of ahadith in your hands is one of three works by the author, “Allamah 
Jalal al-Din al-Suyati, who also had lost all his children in his lifetime. 
This is one of many books that have been authored on this topic. May 
Allah reward our pious predecessors for writing on such a vast array of 
subjects that they cover almost all eventualities of life. Amin. 


A colleague handed me a copy of this book, Fad al-Jalad ‘inda Faqd al- 
Walad, when I suffered the loss of my son, and the narrations contained 
herein were a source of solace for me and my wife. I realized that this 
information was not available to an English readership and so decided 
to translate this work for the benefit of many grieving parents* who have 


no access to the original Arabic text. 


The following are the names and details of similar books, 
composed in the Arabic language: 

Salwah al-Ahzan® by Abi Bakr al-Mubarak al-Khaffaf (d. 543/1148). 
Salwah al-Ahbab®’ by Abi Said ‘Abd al-Karim al-Sam‘ani 
(d. 562/1166). 


* A loss of a baby carries colossal problems later, for both; the parents themselves and 
surviving children. “Of fifty-six Swedish mothers, studied by Cullberg one to two years 
after the deaths of their neonates, nineteen were found to have developed severe 
psychiatric disorders (anxiety attacks, phobias, deep depressions)” (John Bowlby, 
Attachment and Loss, [Loss, Sadness and Depression] 3:93-98). 

* Statistics attest, solely in the U.S., each year 50,000 children die (U.S. National Centre for 

Health Statistics, 2000). 

* See Haji Khalifah, Kashf al-Zuniin 2:30. 

® See Haji Khalifah, Kashf al-Zuniin 2:29. 
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Salwah al-Mahzin by Abu Bakr Muhammad al-Hamdani 
(d. 584/1188). 
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(d. 614/1217). 
Al-Ta‘ziyah li Ahl al-Musibah by ‘1sa ibn “Abd al-‘Aziz al-Iskandari 
(d. 629/1231). 
Al-Tasalli wa al-Ightibat bi Thawabi man Tagaddama min al-Afrat’ by 
Hafiz al-Dimyati (d.706/1306). 
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Salwah al-Hazin fi Mawt al-Banin“° by Ibn Abi Hajalah (d. 776/1374). 


Bard al-Akbad ‘inda Faqd al-Awlad" by Ibn Nasir al-Din al-Dimashqi 
(d. 842/1438). 

Irtiyah al-Akbad bi Arbah Faqd al-Awlad by Shams al-Din al-Sakhawi 
(d. 902/1496) It was complied in the month of Ramadan (864/1459). 


It contains a forward, 15 chapters and a conclusion.” 


” See Haji Khalifah, Kashf al-Zuniin 1:242, Mu‘jam Ma Tubi'a Min Kutub al-Sunnah 1:49. 
* See Haji Khalifah, Kashf al-Zuniin 2:277. 

* See Haji Khalifah, Kashf al-Zuniin 2:301. 

Mustafa ‘Amla, Mu‘jam Md Tubi‘a Min Kutub al-Sunnah 1:88, See Haji Khalifah, Kashf 
al-Zuniin 1:242. 

" See Haji Khalifah, Kashf al-Zuniin 1:159, Fihris al-Azhariyya 3:672. 

" See Haji Khalifah, Kashf al-Zuniin 1:71. 
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Al-Fadl al-Mubin fi al-Sabr ‘inda Faqd al-Bandat wa al-Banin by al- 


Salihi (d. 942/1536). 


TRANSLATION AND FOOTNOTES 


In translating this text, the initial copy through which I gained solace 
(published by Dar al-Sahabah li al-Turath, Egypt, edited by Muhammad 
al-Sayyid Abi “‘Ammih) was misplaced. 


Accordingly, I had to make do with a computer typed copy (edited by 
Dr. Jamil “Abdullah “Uwaydah), which was riddled with error, alongside 
three handwritten manuscripts. I made a critical analysis between all 
four (copies) when translating and used the version that was most 


authentic and accurate. 


Printed copies of the book are in short supply. Among the earlier 
printed copies, is the edition published by Maktabah al-Sundus, Kuwait 
(1410/1989), edited by “Abd al-Qadir Ahmad, in 102 pages. The copy 
from which I benefitted was the edition published by Dar al-Sahabah li 
al-Turath, Egypt (1410/1990), edited by Muhammad al-Sayyid Abi 


‘Ammih, in 77 pages. The most recent edition is probably the 


PREFACE 


al-Nari, Mashikhah; Ahmad al-‘Askari, al-Mawaiz; Firyabi; ‘Abd ibn 
Humayd; Ibn al-Mundhir. 


I have not delved into the status of the different narrations, sufficing 
myself with indicating the sources where they are found. Those who 
have the necessary expertise and competence can access these sources 


and scrutinize the narrations further. 


Brief biographical notes on all narrators mentioned throughout the 
work, have been contained as footnotes with references to major 
biographical dictionaries. If the birth and demise of a narrator is 
identified, these have been given in brackets, separated by an en- 
tule (—), and both dates are given according to the Hijri calender. 
However, if only the demise is known, a solidus (/) is used to separate 


the Hijri date from the Gregorian (the latter being the Gregorian). 


The manuscript text itself is presented as continuous prose, with few 
conventions of punctuation and layout such as the modern reader might 
expect. (This is likely to have been for the sake of space, at a time when 
paper was very costly.) The published text has been devised in a 


pleasant, amiable manner, without any change to the original sequence. 


(1429/2008) edition published by Mu‘assasah al-Risalah, Beirut, edited We have attempted to aid the reader in locating the most important 


by Nadhir Hasan “Atmah, in 111 pages. parts of the work, namely the words of the Prophet &, by presenting 


; ‘ ; — these slightly inset from the left margin. The remainder of the 
For ease of reading brief comments and explicatory notes are given in 
translation—including Suyutti’s own material, any isnad, and words 
round brackets within the translated text. Lengthier gloss is included in = 
: attributed to Companions of the Prophet &—is justified left, with 
the footnotes. The references to Quranic verses and hadith have also F j e ; : 
ot 2 paragraph breaks at appropriate points to differentiate the different 
been presented, to facilitate and encourage further reading. 

sources. 

Unfortunately, several sources cited within the text are inaccessible: 


In a few cases the complexity of a narration has entailed a break from 
Said ibn Mansur, al-Sunan; Humayd ibn Zanjawih; Ibn al-Sakan; Ibn this convention, and we trust the reader will nonetheless be able to 


Abi al-Dunya; Al“Aza;” Kitab al-Ghurar min al-Akhbar, Abii Husayn follow the structure. 


Additionally, the reader is requested to pardon the translator for any 


8 ALAza is li errors or deficiency contained within the text, irrespective of the 
Al“Azé is listed under the works of Ibn Abi al-Dunya. (Siyar A‘lam al-Nubald@ 13:403). 
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paper was very costly.) The published text has been devised in a 
pleasant, amiable manner, without any change to the original sequence. 
We have attempted to aid the reader in locating the most important 
parts of the work, namely the words of the Prophet &, by presenting 
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extreme endeavour taken to endorse precision. 
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BIOGRA 
(849-911/1445-1505) 


Aes! Imam? ql-Hafiz,’ al-Muhaddith,* al-Faqih, Jalal al-Din Abi al- 
eisal- : A Asl2 


Fad] ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn K 
: yni al-Suyati® al-Shaft'i, commonly known as Jalal al-Din 


amal al-Din Abi Bakr ibn Muhammad al- 


Khuda 


| This biography is compiled from diverse material found in: al-Suyiti, Husn al- 


Muhadarah, (1:335)> al-Suyiati, Nuziil al-Rahmah fi al-Tahadduth bi al-Ni'mah, (1:9), 


Khayr al-Din al-Zirikli, al-A‘lam, (3:301), Ibn al-Imad, Shadharat al-Dhahab, (10:74), 


Najm al-Din al-Ghazzi, al-Daw al-Lami, 65, Abd al-Qadir al-“Aydarisi, al-Nar al-Safir 


‘an Akhbar al-Qarn al“Ashir, 90 


2Qne who is complete in the science of hadith. He is adhered to in regards to this science 


> One who occupies himself with the science of hadith: with both, the sciences of the text 


and the chains of narration —and is aware of many narrations with the condition of the 
narrators. 

* Among the degrees of expertise in hadith scholarship is a Musnid, and a Muhaddith, who 
has a higher rank. A Muhaddith is well acquainted with the means of authentication of 
hadith, and is well versed in the reliability of the narrators and their flaws. 

Ibn al-Sayyid al-Nas: A Muhaddith in our era is one who is absorbed in Hadith, in 
transmission and understanding. He gathers (knowledge of) the transmitters and is well 
versed with the transmitters and transmissions in his era. He is distinguished in (the 
science) such that his status becomes renowned and he becomes famous for its 
preservation. 

* One who has grasped such an understanding in hadith, which facilitates one to derive 
rulings therefrom. 

* Asyiit is a city on the western side of the Nile, in Upper Egypt, which comprises of huge 
bounties, the likes of which are unheard of: stunning parks, astonishing buildings, striking 
walls. When the world was fashioned for the rightly guided, nowhere was deemed finer 


than the district of Asyit, as it surpassed in bounties and marvels. Its splendour consisted 


of 30,000 acres of level terrain: when a drop of water fell upon it, it would spread across 
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al-Suyiti. 

He was born in the beginning of Rajab 849/1445, on a Sunday evening 
after Maghrib,’ in the city of Cairo, Egypt. 

His father was a great scholar who once requested that his wife* locate a 
book for him in his library. It was at this point that she went into labour 
and gave birth to him amidst all the books, giving him the name Ibn al- 


Kutub — ‘son of the books.’ 


His father named him “Abd al-Rahmaan on the seventh day,’ and he also 
gave him the agnomen Jalal al-Din. His teacher, ‘zz al-Din Ahmad al 


Kinani gave him the title Abi al-Fad]."” 


His father was a great scholar and judge. He was extremely pious and 
liked to spend time alone. He would complete a Quran recital every 
Friday. He passed away in 855/1450, when his son was merely five years 


of age.” 


Allamah Suyiti completed the Hifz of the Quran when he was not yet 


its entire extent. Consequently, there wasn't a single episode of drought 

Yaqgit ibn ‘Abdillah al-Hamawi, Mu‘jam al-Buldan 1:193 

7 The entry time of the Maghrib prayer is at sunset. Its final time is when the twilight 
disappears. 


* She was of Turkish heritage. 
* The Prophet enjoined naming the newborn on the seventh day (al-Tirmidhi, 2832). 


© Title’ here translates kunyah, or ‘agnomen’, normally consisting of Abi (father) 


followed by the name of his son. In some cases, including here, it is used metaphorically 
to denote a person’s notable characteristics. Fad! means virtue, so the name means 
‘Possessor of Virtue.’ In a narration we are told: Suyiti’s teacher [the judge of judges, ‘Izz 
al-Din] enquired of him what his kunyah was. He stated that he didn't have one, 
whereupon ‘Izz al-Din conferred on him the title Abi al-Fad] in writing 
" To be precise, his father passed away whilst Suyiti was five years of age and seven 
months and Suyiti was present when he died. By this stage he had memorised the Qur'an 
as far as Sirah Tahrim (the 66th chapter). Now an orphan, he was entrusted in the 


guidance of the Hanafi scholar, al-Kamal ibn al-Hummam as stipulated in his father's will 
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eight. He then went on to perfect the various sciences’? at the hands of 


senior scholars” of his time. 


He was first granted permission" to teach the Arabic language in the 
year 866/1462 when he was a mere 17 years of age, which corresponds 


with the year he authored his first book, Sharh al-Istiddhah wa al- 


Basmalah."* 


He continued his quest for knowledge from different scholars’® and 


travelled to various parts of the Islamic world in search of knowledge; 


” Once he had memorised all of the Quran, he memorised Ibn Dagiq al-‘Id's ‘Umdat al 
Ahkam, al-Nawawi's Minhaj al-Talibin, al-Baydawi's Minhdj al-Usiil, and Ibn Malik’s 
Alafiyyah. 

" His father presented him to the scholars of his time, and acquired permission (ijazah) 
for him to narrate from them. At the age of just three, his father took him to the gathering 

of the hadith master, Ibn Hajr al-“Asqalani. At a young age he was also present in the 
gathering of al-Shaykh al-Muhaddith Zayn al-Din Ridwan al-‘Aqabi. In the month of Rabi 
al-Awwal 864/1460, at the age of sixteen, he immersed himself in the sciences of 
knowledge with several scholars. 

“al-Shams al-Sayrami granted him a license (ijazah) in the Arabic language. Perhaps he 
composed his first treatise on this subject too 

* His teacher, Shaykh al Islam ‘Alam al-Din Salih ibn ‘Umar al-Bulgini composed the 
eulogy for his earliest work, Sharh al-Istiadhah wa al-Basmalah. 

"A summary of his studies under his principal teachers: To al-Shams al-Sayrami he read 
the majority of Sahih al-Muslim, as well as al-Shifa, Alafiyyah ibn Malik, Minhaj al- 
Nawawi, Minhdj al-Baydawi and al-Tashil. From him he heard many books, among them 
al-Tawdih, Sharh al-Shadhiir, and al-Mughni fl Usiil al-Figh al-Hanafiyyah. He stayed 
with Taqi al-Din al-Shumunni al-Hanafi under his tutelage and studied with him for 
four years until the teacher’s death, studying the sciences of hadith and Arabic. He was 
under the tutelage of Muhi al-Din al-KAfiaji for fourteen years, and studied Tafsir, Usill, 
and the Arabic language, (Imam al-Suyiiti names him ‘the teacher of the World). He was 
under the tutelage of Sharaf al-Din al-Munawi until he passed away, reading to him a 
portion of al-Minhdj and hearing from him al-Tagqsim in its entirety. In addition he heard 
from him al-Bahjah by al-‘Iraqi, al-Baydawi’s Tafsir and many others. With al-Tuftazani 
he studied Sharh al-Ag@id. He took knowledge from a number of women scholars famous 
in the sciences and among the righteous, among them Umm al-‘Aziz bint Muhammad 
al-Abnas, Fatimah bint Jar Allah ibn Salah al-Tazbari, Safiyyah bint Yaqit al- 
Makkiyyah, and Raqayyah bint “Abd al-Qawiyy ibn Muhammad al-Jawi. 
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He was born in the beginning of Rajab 849/1445, on a Sunday evening senior scholars of his time. 


after Maghrib,’ in the city of Cairo, Egypt. He was first granted permission"‘ to teach the Arabic language in the 
year 866/1462 when he was a mere 17 years of age, which corresponds 


His father was a great scholar who once requested that his wife* locate a 
with the year he authored his first book, Sharh al-Istiadhah wa al- 


book for him in his library. It was at this point that she went into labour 


and gave birth to him amidst all the books, giving him the name Ibn al- 
Kutub — ‘son of the books.’ He continued his quest for knowledge from different scholars'® and 
travelled to various parts of the Islamic world in search of knowledge; 


Basmalah.* 


His father named him “Abd al-Rahman on the seventh day,’ and he also 
gave him the agnomen Jalal al-Din. His teacher, ‘Izz al-Din Ahmad al- 
Kinani gave him the title Abu al-Fadl.'° 
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® Once he had memorised all of the Quran, he memorised Ibn Dagiq al-Id's ‘Umdat al- 

Ahkam, al-Nawawis Minhdj al-Talibin, al-Baydawi's Minhdj al-Usil, and Ibn Malik’s 

His father was a great scholar and judge. He was extremely pious and Alafiyyah. 

® His father presented him to the scholars of his time, and acquired permission (ijazah) 

j 4 ; for him to narrate from them. At the age of just three, his father took him to the gathering 

Friday. He passed away in 855/1450, when his son was merely five years of the hadith master, Ibn Hajr al-‘Asqalani. At a young age he was also present in the 
gathering of al-Shaykh al-Muhaddith Zayn al-Din Ridwan al-‘Aqabi. In the month of Rabr 
al-Awwal 864/1460, at the age of sixteen, he immersed himself in the sciences of 
Allamah Suyiti completed the Hifz of the Quran when he was not yet knowledge with several scholars. 

“*al-Shams al-Sayrami granted him a license (ijazah) in the Arabic language. Perhaps he 
composed his first treatise on this subject too. 

© His teacher, Shaykh al Islam ‘Alam al-Din Salih ibn “Umar al-Bulgini composed the 


liked to spend time alone. He would complete a Quran recital every 


of age." 


its entire extent. Consequently, there wasn't a single episode of drought. eulogy for his earliest work, Sharh al-Istfadhah wa al-Basmalah. 

Yaqit ibn “Abdillah al-Hamawi, Mu‘jam al-Buldan 1:193. ** A summary of his studies under his principal teachers: To al-Shams al-Sayrami he read 
7 The entry time of the Maghrib prayer is at sunset. Its final time is when the twilight the majority of Sahih al-Muslim, as well as al-Shifa, Alafiyyah ibn Malik, Minhaj al- oy 
Nawawi, Minhdj al-Baydawi and al-Tashil. From him he heard many books, among them 

al-Tawdih, Sharh al-Shadhiir, and al-Mughni fi Usiil al-Figh al-Hanafiyyah. He stayed 

with Taqi al-Din al-Shumunni al-Hanafi under his tutelage and studied with him for 

four years until the teacher’s death, studying the sciences of hadith and Arabic. He was 

under the tutelage of Muhi al-Din al-Kafiaji for fourteen years, and studied Tafsir, Usiil, 

and the Arabic language, (Imam al-Suyiti names him ‘the teacher of the World). He was 

under the tutelage of Sharaf al-Din al-Munawi until he passed away, reading to him a 

portion of al-Minhaj and hearing from him al-Tagqsim in its entirety. In addition he heard 

from him al-Bahjah by al-‘Iraqi, al-Baydawi's Tafsir and many others. With al-Tuftazani 

he studied Sharh al-Aq@id. He took knowledge from a number of women scholars famous 


disappears. 
* She was of Turkish heritage. 
* The Prophet enjoined naming the newborn on the seventh day (al-Tirmidhi, 2832). 
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© ‘Title’ here translates kunyah, or ‘agnomen’, normally consisting of Abi (father) 
followed by the name of his son. In some cases, including here, it is used metaphorically 
to denote a person’s notable characteristics. Fadl means virtue, so the name means 
| ‘Possessor of Virtue.’ In a narration we are told: Suyiti’s teacher [the judge of judges, ‘Izz 
al-Din] enquired of him what his kunyah was. He stated that he didn't have one, 
whereupon ‘Izz al-Din conferred on him the title Abi al-Fad] in writing. 


" To be ise, his fath d hilst Suyiti was five years of d sev 

aes shee me ax ee, ‘ Ee sis sai f rs. a in the sciences and among the righteous, among them Umm al-‘Aziz bint Muhammad 
a Me eee. e died. By this il - memorise me al-Abnis, Fatimah bint Jar Allah ibn Salah al-Tazbari, Safiyyah bint Yaqit al 

as far as Sura, at rim (the c apter). Now an orphan, he was entrusted in the Makkiyyah, and Raga I bint ‘Abd al-Qawiyy ibn Muhammad al-Jawi. 


guidance of the Hanafi scholar, al-Kamal ibn al-Hummam as stipulated in his father's will. 
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ego ueuigtucelcyant) mal iitjaz\(in)theyArabjan\ Peninsula),” He had memorized 200,000 ahadith, and said that if he found more, he 


Yemen, India, Morocco and numerous other countries.'* He began 
issuing Fatawa in the year 871/1467” and began lecturing inthe fieldof 

| He was very humble and loved the pious. He was abstinent and stayed 
away from the gifts of the kings, so much so that if he needed anything, 
he would sell some of his books and use those proceeds for his needs. 


would have memorized those as well. 


Hadith in the year 872/1468. 


Some researchers have mentioned that his teachers reached 204 in 
When he reached the age of 40 he separated himself from the world and 


number, and that they belonged to all different Madhahib, like Shaykh 
al-Islam “Alam al-Din al-Bulqini al-Shafii, Imam al-Allamah Taqi al- 
Din al-Shibli al-Hanafi, Imam al-Shumunni al-Hanafi, Imam Kafiaji al- 
Hanafi, Imam Najm al-Din “Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Abd al-Warith al- 
Maliki and Imam ‘Izz al-Din al-Kinani al-Hanbali. 


Allamah Suyiti was blessed with a sharp mind, an outstanding memory 
and great penetration in various fields of knowledge,” the likes of which 
are extremely rare to find in an individual. He himself says: ‘I was 
blessed with a deep insight into these seven sciences; al-Tafsir 
(commentary of the Quran), al-Hadith (the Traditions), al-Figh 
(jurisprudence), al-Nahw (grammar, syntax), al-Ma‘ani (semiotics), al- 


Bayan (Arabic metaphorical language) and al-Badi’ (Arabic rhetoric). 


7 Al-Suyiti says, when I was on Hajj I drank Zamzam water with numerous intentions. 
Amongst them were that I reach the rank of Shaykh Siraj al-Din al-Bulgini in the science of 
Sigh and the class of Ibn Hajr in the field of hadith, During the year 873/1467 he lived in 
Madinah. During his stay he heard the most from “Ali al-Faraj al-Maraghi. He also stayed 
under the tutelage of al-Shihab al-Abshiti, attending his class on al-Minhaj, and was at 
his side for al-Tafsir al-Baydawi, Sharh al-Bahjah by al-Iraqi, and Ibn Hisham’s al- 
Tawdih. Suyuti read his own written works to him. He also read to ‘Abdullah ibn Salih, 
and heard from Kamaliyyah bint al-Najm al-Marjani and her brother al-Kamil 
Abial-Fadl. 
* He mentions a brief account of his time spent in Rome. 
™ Shihab al-Sharmasahi granted him a license (ijazah) in the issuing of fatawa after an 
examination in legal questions. He was also granted license in fatawa by Zakariyya, al- 
Mahalli and al-Manawi. ; 
* This can be easily perceived from his works. He has glossed every science; He himself 


says: I never completed a book with a teacher without also composing a commentary on the 


subject myself. 
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became engrossed in worshipping Allah. He stopped teaching and 
giving Fatawa, and was only involved in worship and writing. This 


lasted till the end of his life. 


The works that he authored in his life, from the small papers to multi- 


volume works, number 1194. Some of his famous works are: 


al-Itqan fi Ulam al-Quran 

al-Durr al-Manthir fi al-Tafsir bi al-Ma’thur 

Tadrib al-Rawi fi Sharh Taqrib al-Nawawi 

al-Jami al-Saghir 

al-Ashbah wa al-Naz@ir 

Tabagat al-Huffaz 
Allamah Suyiti married and had children. In his works he mentions his 
son, Muhammad.” In addition, he cites a poem he composed for his late 
wife” and further cites a daughter® that he had. He however lost her 


7! He mentions taking his son to the lessons of his Shaykh, al-Shumunni. 
See al-Suyiti, Bughyah al-Wu‘ah 1:377. 
2 
dls di yay ST lopat G1 gts, 

Ogre 3 LS pat GAB yp oly L5G py IL Sg SL 
Dl Opat Sec oleh iol: LS) peste (5 aaah 
al-Suyiti records this when writing an elegy (in poetry form) for his wife Ghasiin. 
See al-Suyiti, ‘Ugiid al-Jumman 1:114 (cited in the Ta‘ligat). 
* It is narrated: She gave birth to a girl. She would say throughout her pregnancy that she 
could see signs that she was carrying a girl. Al-Suyuti further states, I had no reason to doubt 


her claim, as I had no knowledge (myself) as to what was in her womb. 
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and all his children during his lifetime, which js Possibly the reac 
him having written several books on the topic of the reward for eel 
children, and encouraging patience when afflicted with such a calamity 
Three of these books are: y. 

al-Maqamah al-Lazowradiyyah ‘inda Faqd al-Awlad 

al-Ta‘allul wa al-Itfa li Nar la Tutfa 

Fadl al-Jalad ‘inda Faqd al-Walad™* 


One day Allamah Suyuti suffered extreme swelling in his left arm, ang 
he passed away seven days later, on the morning of Friday, 19th of 
Jumad al-‘Ula, in the year 911/1505.7> He was 61 years of age }, i 
mentioned that he recited Surah Yasin moments before his demise. 4 
vast crowd attended his Janazah, which was prayed after Jumy akan 
second Janazah prayer was also performed, again attended bya large 
group of people. 

May Allah have mercy on him and may He bless him with Jannah al. 
Firdaws and may He resurrect him and us under the banner of Our 


Leader and Master, Muhammad (peace and blessings upon him). 


Amin Ya Rabb al-Alamin. 


————————— 


See al-Suyuti, al-Istigaz wa al-Tawbah, Manuscript ed. [Maktabah al-Mulk ‘Abd al-Aziz] 


* Mustafa ‘Amla, Mu‘jam Ma Tubia Min Kutub al-Sunnah 1:121, 


~ There is no difference of opinion as to the year in which Imam al-Suyiti passed away 


However, there are two views about the day of demise, the difference being between the 
gth or 19th. The preferred opinion is the 19th, as we have cited. 


* To be precise, at the age of 61 years, 10 months, and 18 days. 
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All 
peac 
with Pro 
of Judgement. 


raise is due to Allah in all conditions, and may His blessings and 
i be on Our Master Muhammad &, who adorned and was adorned 


phet-hood,' and on his Family and Companions until the Day 


And surely We shall test you with something of fear and hung To proceed: This 1s a Soa pea aout What has been narrated 
er and 


loss of wealth and lives and fruit. But gi regardin 
. give glad tidi 8 Blas : : 
patient—those who say, g 1aings to the Walad (The virtue of remaining steadfast when losing a child). It 


g the loss of a child. I named it Fadl al-Jalad ‘inda Faqd al- 


when calamity comes to them, Indeed We 


= th, A EP > ies < i ion.? 
belong to Allah and to Him is our return.’ It is they upon whom th 0 aise ies 
ere 


are blessings from their Lord, and mercy, and it is they who are o This is the third compilation that I have gathered on this topic. May 
n 
the right path. Allah make it beneficial and may He grant its reward, certainly He is 
Quran 2:155-157 Most Beneficent, All-Giving. 


Jalal al-Din al-Suyati 


' After consulting with several scholars, and after referring to many manuscripts, even 
beyond what was available to me, and subsequent to much thought and deliberation it 
seems that this portion of the author’s words is missing some words or has been changed. 


That which is thought to be closest to the author’s style and which was translated here is: 
Se gry (de /Lbes (UE) 5H ee oal call 


(Joss sl) Se gay Spotl te © 1 Silor 
* These are technical terms for different types of tradition. Ahadith (a plural; the singular 
is hadith) are transmissions of the words, actions, or tacit approval of the Prophet &. 
Athar (sing. athar) transmit words of a ‘Companion’ of the Prophet & (a sahdabi, plural 
sahabah—one who saw the Prophet & while in a state of belief, and who died on that 
belief) or of a Follower (a tabii—one who saw a Companion similarly). 


* See Haji Khalifah, Kashf al-Zuniin 2:169-170. 
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4: This is a small compilation about what has been narrated 
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n Our Master Muhammad &, who adorned and was adorned 


t-hood,! and on his Family and Companions until the Day 


To procee 
regarding the 
Walad (The virtue of remaining steadfast when losing a child). It 


contains ahadith, athar, selected stories and points of reflection.’ 


This is the third compilation that I have gathered on this topic. May 
Allah make it beneficial and may He grant its reward, certainly He is 
Most Beneficent, All-Giving. 

Jalal al-Din al-Suyuti 


! After consulting with several scholars, and after referring to many manuscripts, even 
beyond what was available to me, and subsequent to much thought and deliberation it 
seems that this portion of the author’s words is missing some words or has been changed. 


That which is thought to be closest to the author’s style and which was translated here is: 
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* These are technical terms for different types of tradition. Ahadith (a plural; the singular 
is hadith) are transmissions of the words, actions, or tacit approval of the Prophet &. 
Athar (sing. athar) transmit words of a ‘Companion’ of the Prophet & (a sahabi, plural 
sahabah—one who saw the Prophet & while in a state of belief, and who died on that 
belief) or of a Follower (a tabii—one who saw a Companion similarly). 
*See Haji Khalifah, Kashf al-Zuniin 2:169-170. 
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MENTION OF QUR’ANIC VERSES 
IN THIS REGARD 


Allah Ta‘ala says: 


4 5 Ue » -S oth ote elie tun Ket 
© Gye eb DTG 455 4 2 OHS ele A} | 


And surely We shall test you with something of fear and hunger and loss 
of wealth and lives and fruit. But give glad tidings to the patient— those 
who say, when calamity comes to them, ‘Indeed we belong to Allah and 
to Him is our return.’ It is they upon whom there are blessings from their 


Lord, and mercy, and it is they who are on the right path.’ 


1 Al-Zamakhshari* has transmitted in al-Kashshaf from al-Imam al- 
Shafi?’ that he said: 


‘Loss of fruit means the demise of children.’ 


* Quran 2:155-157. 

(1) al-Zamakhshari, Tafsir al-Kashshaf 2:104. 

* Abii al-Qasim Mahmid ibn ‘Umar ibn Muhammad al-Zamakhshari (467-538). 

See al-Dhahabi, Siyar A‘lam al-Nubald 20:151, Ibn Khallikan, Wafayat al-A‘yan 5:168. 


* Muhammad ibn al-Idris ibn al-‘“Abbas ibn‘ Uthman ibn Shafil ibn al-Saib ibn 
‘Ubayd (150-204), 


See al-Dhahabi, Siyar A‘lam al-Nubala 10:5, Tadhkirat al-Huffaz 1:361, Ibn Khallikan, 
Wafayat al-A‘yan 4:163. 
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Few trials are as intense as the pain of losing a child: we are left 
bewildered, sometimes angry, and our most fundamental beliefs 
may be challenged. The Virtue of Remaining Steadfast When 
Losing A Child is a compendium of consolations found in the 
earliest texts of Islam, the great majority of them attributed to the 
Messenger of Allah himself, Muhammad %& . The devoted reader 
will learn how this uniquely painful suffering can be the occasion of 
reward by the Most Merciful, and a means of drawing nearer to 
Him and to His Blessed Prophet 8% . It is also hoped the book will 
serve as a useful reference work for imams, hospital workers and 
others with professional responsibilities. 


The author, Imam Jalal al-Din al-Suyiati, was a giant of Islamic 
scholarship of the late middle ages. Having memorised the Qur'an 
at the age of eight, he spent a lifetime in study and authored 
hundreds of works — of which several, such as Tafsir al-Jalalayn, 
have become standard texts in the Sunni tradition. Al-Suyiti was 
orphaned at an early age, and during the course of his life also lost 
a son, a daughter, and his wife, which may have prompted him to 
write this book. It is translated here by Zaid Haspatel, who has also 
tasted the pain of which it speaks. 


